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an interview with KDVS veteran DJ 


ROLIV 
REDBREAST 


by Lucy Castaneda 


LUCY: How did you come up with your DJ name? 

ROBIN: Robin is like another name for Robert, and | like birds. | dunno, it sounded 
funny. My girlfriend liked it. It’s a big reason I’ve been in KDVS so long—she thinks 
it’s cool. 


L: Do you currently have a show on KDVS? What type of music do you play? 

R: Yeah, every other Tuesday night from 10 to midnight. | play all kinds of stuff. 
Sometimes | play a lot of jazz. Sometimes | play a lot of noise. Sometimes | play stuff 
that’s in between. | play a lot of punk sometimes. | play experimental stuff. 


L: What are three words you’d use to describe your show? 
R: Dissonant, loud, and quiet. 


L: How long have you been involved with the station? 
R: Probably like 2005 or 2004. 


L: How did you become involved in KDVS? 

R: The newspaper used to have a page where they listed all of the different radio 
stations in the area. | listened to KDVS and was like, “Wow, this is way different from 
the garbage I’m hearing every day on commercial radio.” 


L: Are there any noticeable differences between the station when you first 
started and now? 

R: Yeah, a lot of the changes have been slow enough that sometimes | don’t really 
notice them. It’s kind of a general evolution. Like a shelf moves a bit, and another 
shelf gets moved. Layout wise, there used to be more listening stations. 


L: What are your top 3 albums or artists? 

R: For me, the top punk artist is Rudimentary Peni. | feel like punk rock popped out 
with them. Well, | can’t really say that because then there’s also Men’s Recovery 
Project, and they are amazing. My favorite jazz person right now | think is Alice 
Coltraine. For shoegaze, the top one has gotta be My Bloody Valentine. 


L: What’s your dream dinner? 

R: Well, I'll start with wine. Something red and dry, that’d be good. So maybe 
Sangiovese. And for dessert I’d want a berry pie. For the dinner itself, | might have to 
go with some sort of vegan pasta with beans and vegan cheese, and some veggies 
thrown in, maybe artichoke. 
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an interview with KDVS 
Co-Community Coordinator 


J WATERS 


(Alejandro Magallan) 


by Henry Borison & Alex Ikuma 


HENRY AND ALEX: How did you come up with your DJ Name? 

DJ WATERS: | chose DJ Waters to name myself after a few famous people | like with 
the last name Waters; Muddy Waters, the Blues guitarists, Roger Waters, the bassist 
of Pink Floyd, and Chery! Waters, the host of KEXP. 


H&A: What kind of music do you play on your show Camels in Rome? 

DW: It’s an eclectic show. | tend to play shoegaze, alt rock, and punk-adjacent 
stuff a lot of the time. Every now and again there is a jazz 

show, a hip hop show, or an international, psych, or folk show. 


H&A: Describe your show in three words. 
DW: Fuzzy, jazzy, jammy. 


H&A: What are your top 3 albums and/or artists? 

DW: Right now | really have enjoyed listening to Bruno Pernadas. They’re a 
Portuguese classically trained musician, but they do jazz fusion arrangements. They 
have this record called Those Who Throw Things At The Crocodile Must Retrieve 
Them. It’s pretty sick. I’ve also been listening to this band, Slow Mass. Their EP 
Treasure Pains was recommended to me by Nick at Armadillo Music. It’s very 90s 
influenced rock stuff. And recently | got into the band Far. | had no idea about them 
until a month or two ago. Then | found them and played them on my show, and | 
learned they were from Sac after. They toured with Deftones back in the day. They 
were more post-hardcore than anything. Their album Tin Can With Strings To You 
is amazing. 


H&A: How did you becoming involved in KDVS? 

DW: When | came to Davis from UCSD, a friend of mine was already a part of KDVS. 
They did training but hadn’t become a DJ yet. | was like,“Force me to go to info night 
so | start doing this." From there, | did the seminars that were led by the previous 
community coordinators, and became a DJ that fall. In spring 2021, | interviewed 

for community coordinator and they ended up picking me and Cate, the current 
community coordinator. A good two-thirds of the current DJs at KDVS are people 
that we trained personally. That’s pretty surreal to have that impact on the station. 
Molding hearts and minds and all that stuff. 
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by Lainey Flores 


ron mexico! 


On Saturday, April 30, 2022, KDVS hosted its music festival Operation: Restore 
Maximum Freedom. ORMF XXIl was held at the Red Museum in Sacramento from 
noon to 11 p.m. The event included performances from bands across California 
including Toner, Cryogeyser, Valley Palace, Pork Belly, Maya Songbird, Beast Nest, 
Numb.er, Blouss, Fitting, Keef Haring, Mild Universe, Big Sammy, Ari B, and 

Ron Mexico. 


mild universe! 


photography by Cam Evans (@photofromcam on IG) 


This student-led event was made possible by the KDVS corestaff, especially the 
station’s co-events coordinators Claire Tauber and Nash Rood. We had the 
opportunity to interview Claire, an avid member of KDVS since 2020. 


Lainey: How did ORMF begin? Has it always been student-led? 

Claire: ORMF began 20 years ago, all student-led. I’ve heard the story that the name 
of the festival was in reaction to the presidential administration at the time. It was 
born out of a need for a festival that was not aligned with the commercial music 
industry. 


L: What was your favorite part of planning this event? 
C: My favorite part of planning was getting to collaborate with all of the amazing 
participants, volunteers, and musicians that made the festival possible. 
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Album Reviews 


Duster - Together (2022) 
By Teddy Torres 


Together is the newest project from Duster since their 2019 self-titled studio album. 
This album also has Duster’s signature depressive, slowcore feel. Throughout every 
track there is a clear sense of melancholy and loneliness, along with an eerie sense 
of spaciness. A feeling of haziness combined with subdued, whispery vocals also 
permeates every track. The album even incorporates typical shoegaze elements, 
particularly in the second track, "Retrograde." Duster knows themselves, and they 
are able to maintain their trademark sound throughout Together even while 
incorporating new concepts. Notable tracks: “Feel No Joy,” “Making Room,” 
“Sleepyhead,” and “Drifter.” 


Bladee & Ecco2k - Crest (2022) 
By Maaya George 


Straying away from their angsty cloud rap roots, Crest is a sparkly pop project by 
Bladee & Ecco2k. Produced by Whitearmor and consisting of dreamy vocals, 
eccentric melodies, and syrupy, glitch-infused beats, the collaborative album con- 
sists of nine atmospheric tracks pondering existence, spirituality, and love. The best 
way to describe what this album feels like is being transported to another dimension, 
owed to its synth-heavy production. Notable tracks: “5 Star Crest (Vattenrum),” 
“White Meadow,” and “Girls Just Want to Have Fun.” 


Kero Kero Bonito - Civilisation (2021) 
By Bethany Qamar 


The release of their last album Time n Place is best described as a existential mix of 
grunge and synthpop, marking the beginning of their stray from their bubbly J-pop 
roots. This shift towards J-pop is further explored in this album, Civilisation. KKB 
continues to experiment with their music by bringing back their signature synth-heavy 
instrumentals that are reworked with a naturistic tone and added to the layered 
productions. The songwriting has an air of maturity as themes of a dystopian-sound- 
ing society are discussed, with war, global warming, and isolation being a few topics 
touched upon. Notable tracks: “The River,” “When the Fires Come,” and “The 
Princess and the Clock.” 


Beach House - Once Twice Melody (2022) 
By Teddy Torres 


Totalling at almost an hour and a half, this eighteen-track album is entirely 
self-produced. Although lengthy, Once Twice Melody is able to sustain itself. It has 
excellent songwriting and a dream pop feel is present with hazy, soft melodies. It also 
has hints of shoegaze and psychedelia, particularly in the few last songs of the album. 
This is one of Beach House’s more dynamic and captivating works. This work 
cements Beach House as the icons they are and beautifully displays their develop- 
ment and growth as artists. Notable tracks: “Pink Funeral,” “Sunset,” and “Hurts 

to Love.” 
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HOUSE SHOW HOW 70 


HELPFUL HINTS FORHOSTING A HOUSE SHOW 
WORDs AND PHOTOS BY IDEGAD 


Ever wanted to host a show at your house but not quite known how? Yes? Awesome! We're here to help with a few 
ideas and things to consider when you decide to host a house show! 


THE HOUSE 


| guess the house doesn't have to he a house, but it does help to have a “space” (apartment, park, parking lot, just ensure your 
safety). If you ARE in a house, make sure all house members are in favor of the event, even if they don't plan on helping or 
attending, it's good to all be on the same page (Hopefully everyone will help in their own way!). Hosting an event can become hectic 
and knowing that your household is all aware, expectant and prepared is helpful in general. 


In preperation for the event, it's good to inform your neighbors of [=== 
the expected music ahead of time. Goodwill with neighborscangoa : 
long way, especially when trying to avoid getting a noise complaint! 

You can help mitigate that hy giving a simple heads up, if you feel 

able! We believe in you! 

Okay, so you have the "house", now you just need the “show! 
DSS SSSOSSSSSO SSE SSO SSSSSO 

So what's a show without bands!? Actually, still a show! First off, don't 

feel limited to just musical acts, but for now, we're going to he sticking to 


JUST musical acts. Just know, you can book whoever to do whatever at your 
house. It's YOUR show, curate it as you see fit! If you want a poet there, cool! 


Houseshow, Davis 2018 


If you want someone to paint a portrait while a Halloween playlist blares in General Tips: Prep yourself, and your house! 
the background, GO FOR IT! But now, the bands! Although it's not fun, sometimes some things can break, or 
B “go missing,” at house shows. On the actual showdate, 
ANDS make sure to put away all breakables and valuables. Make 


Maybe you have a favorite local hand that you'd love to host, mayhe your «Sure you have an easily accessible performance area, do 
friend is in a band, maybe you haven't done SHIT for valunteer hours and your best to accomodate for guests. Maybe try moving 
you're just doing this to cover your ass (and because you love the scene of |, things around and imagine atime the band and fans will 
course! Don't worry! You're deing great! But you need bands! (If you don't be Come up with a house name! Figure out the best way to 


turn your home into a venue! ALSO, it sounds silly but make 
iodpleclers ati hands! KDVS would always love to help, but for now, sure you have a plunger, your bathroom will be used! lt 


could take a few shows before you get a real feel for 
If you don't have any bands already interested or booked to play, don't he | showrunning... Hopefully you'll stick it out, and enter into 
scared to reach out to some local ones. If you don't know any local bands, the grand tradition of local houseshow venues! 
try going to a few local shows. Again, KDVS is always a great avenue for 
finding local shows, follow us on line and on the airwaves for intermittent 
event updates! 


DATENMEFLYER sTurF 


Once you have a lineup of hands, make sure you have an agreed upon 
time and date for the show! If able, try te keep in mind other shows 
happening in your area when planning. Think about the time you'll need to 
load hands in, when you'll have “Doors” (what time it's cool for showgeers to 


arrive) and what time bands will go on! Once you have all of this info, let a Cae 

people know ahout the show with a FLYER! (seriously tho, let hands kno too KDVS Lounge 

asap)... The FLYER! Make it physical, make it digital, make sure it has show The walls of the KDVS station are covered in flyers, 
info, band info, start time! If you don't know what | mean, take a visit to the some from decades ago! Give us a visit if you ever 


KDVS station if possible! It's COVERED in flyers! have the chance! 


THE SHOWD ATE 


Assuming you've done promoting (told friends, family, classmates, coworkers) and enough time has passed, it should now be the day of 
the show. Did you get enough eat, sleep, water? Make sure you do, show days can be tiring, especially when you're running it. 


So, I've kinda left out a lot of details so far... Like, you might need gear. depending on what kind of show you're having, 
which | guess we should have covered earlier, but time is an illusion, we're doing it now. 


LouD SHOW OR QUIET SHOW 


Are all of your hands acoustic? Are they heavy acts with big amps? Is it a mix? 
Depending on what kind of show yeu hast, you might need to acquire some “gear.” 
Getting a small PA would he solid for acoustic acts, or bands with 3 or less 
members. If you don't know what a PA is, it's basically a speaker system. This might 
take an investment of time and/or money, or if you can borrow gear, that's always 
punk (not returning gear is NOT punk). If you don't know what to do or what to get, a 
practice amp for a guitar, a microphone, and a cable with a 1/4" input will suffice 
as a vocal mic set-up. Also, please acquire a mic stand, though any willing 
participant can always hold the microphone for the duration of the shaw (I've seen 
it happen! It’s great!). 


Communicate with the bands and find out what they have or need, or if any 
hands are willing to share gear for ease of set up. If you can get away with an 
entirely acoustic set, sick! If some bands need amps, and you don't feel you can 
accomodate, noise/gear-wise, no sweat! Don't feel obligated, make a show-bill that , : 
you are comfortable with, and are realistically able to host. Basically, don't stretch Melissa Schiller at The Morgue, 
yourself too thin, or underestimate how loud some bands can be. Davis 2018 


“SPECIAL TIP for the show day is having a specified “green room" where hands can keep eee ae ; < Bee oe Us 
gear and get set up while the previous band plays and/or loads out. Also, don't forget to y paueat y 


visit your local music store if you need help figuring out the whole gear thing. 


HOSTING THE SHOW AND OTHERTHINGS Jo «Now 


Okay, so another thing we haven't addressed is cover charge, entry fee, donation, etc. Typically you would include this 
information on the flyer. You don't have to charge a fee to showgoers, but asking for donations for the bands is always encouraged. 
The term NOTAFLOF (No One Tuned Away For Lack Of Funds), is typically used to denote an event where all quests are welcome to 
the show, though donations to the house or bands are still welcome. This is all up to you though, communicate with your co-hosts 
to figure out an agreeable situation or amount to request. 


DOOR AND A LITTLE Bil MORE 


Now... LOAD IN! Get the bands in to your house! Hopefully you'll have figured out a configuration for your performance area, 
hecause the first band should be loading their gear there. Extension cables are a must-have, preferably some thicc ones with 
multiple outlets, bands always need them and house venues always have them. 


Make sure you have someone “doing door,” greeting people at the door and accepting donations. Having multiple reliable 
hosts/housemates/friends really comes in handy here. Make sure to all be on alert and attend to the house, hands, and guests. We 
always advise to do your best in ensuring a safe space at shows and encourage actively making that aware hetween acts while 
hosting (seriously, prepare yourself to have to escort people out once in a while). ALSO, if it wasn't implied, it helps to designate a 
housemate as an on-mic host to introduce hands, announce relevant info, etc. 


Throughout all of this, communicate with your housemates! Afterwards, you can all relax and reflect, but for now, make sure 
to HAVE FUN! There is so much more to hosting house shows, the best advice | have is to JUST DO IT! It will happen, it might go bad, 
it might be great! You'll get the hang of it. I've done all! can do! It's up to you now! We believe in you! Good bye! We'll miss you! See 
you later!! Have a good show! Farewell 


-ldegad 


KDVS Matcha Mochi 
Brownies Recipe 


By MJ Kushner 


The perfect recipe to make when you want to bring your KDVS friends a little treat 
but everything else has been done before. 


Cooking time: really quite fast, you’ll spend more time doing your dishes. 


You will need: 
* 1% cup mochiko flour 
1 tbsp matcha powder (I usually eyeball it) 
¥2 cup white sugar and ¥2 cup brown sugar 
Pinch of salt (add more than you think a pinch is) 
5 tbsp melted (and browned if you feel like getting fancy) butter 
2 eggs 
12 oz milk (| always use oat milk but whatever you have will work) 
1 tsp vanilla (again, | usually eyeball this) 
An 8x8 baking pan 
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illustration by Megha Karthik 


Got everything? Okay, let’s go... 


Preheat your oven to 350 F and line or grease your baking pan. 

Before doing anything else, melt your butter, or else you'll be annoyed you 
forgot. If you’re melting it in a pan, feel free to leave it a little longer so that it’ll 
brown and add a nice toasted flavor. 

In a medium bowl, combine the flour, matcha, sugars, and salt. 

Your butter should be ready now, so pour that into a large bowl. If you plan to 
add walnuts, use the same pan you melted the butter in to toast them on low 
heat, moving them around every few minutes so they don’t burn. 

Add the eggs, milk, vanilla (and almond?), extract into the same bowl as the 
butter. Mix everything together. A whisk or electric hand mixer will come in 
handy here. 

Add in the dry ingredients and mix until combined. 

You did it! Pour the batter into your 8x8 pan and (if you’re using them) add your 
toasted walnuts on top. 

Bake for 60-70 minutes (until a toothpick inserted into the middle comes out 
clean and the mochi doesn’t jiggle if you shake the pan). Allow to cool and fully 
set and then... 

Enjoy :) 
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